The effects of cigarette smoking on human gingival tissues (a histopathological study).
Gingival biopsy specimens were obtained from 9 smokers and 7 non-smokers during routine flap surgical procedure to investigate the effects of cigarette smoking on gingival epithelium and connective tissue. Although no remarkable histopathological difference was noted between gingival tissues of smokers and non-smokers, but smokers revealed relatively more epithelial keratosis, inflammatory cells, blood vessels and collagen fibres in connective tissue. Congestion of the capillaries were also more prominent in the smoker's gingival tissues.